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They confirmed the reading found in the two and abrogated the other. 


Said R. Levi, “A scroll listing genealogies they found in Jerusalem, 
and in it were written the following: 


“Hillel derives from David; Ben Jesep from Assaf; Ben Sisit Hakkeset 
from Abner; Ben Qobisin from Ahab; Ben Kalba Sabua from Caleb; 


“R. Yannai from Eli; Ben Yehud from Sepphoris; R. Hiyya the Elder 

from the children of Shephatiah son of Abital [2 Sam. 3:4); R. Yosé b. 
R. Halapta from the children of Jonadab b. Rechab; R. Nehemiah from 
Nehemiah the Tirshathite.’” 


It has been taught: What is the proper order of reclining at a meal? 
When there are two couches, the eldest among them goes up and 
reclines at the head of the upper couch, the second to him below 
him, [and so on]. 


When there are three couches, the oldest of them goes up and 
reclines at the head of the middle couch, the one second to him 
above, the one third, below. 


And so they arrange themselves further [T. Ber. 5:5]. 


Said R. Samuel bar R. Isaac, “The patriarchs [Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob] are buried in the order in which they would recline at a banquet 
[with Abraham in the middle, Isaac on one side, Jacob on the other].” 


R. Jacob bar Aha in the name of R. Yosé: “Under no circumstances 
does the world endure, except on the basis of the offerings.” 


There we have learned: Simeon the Righteous was one of the 
remnants of the Great Assembly. He would say, “On three things 
the world stands: Torah, sacrificial cult, and deeds of loving 
kindness “ [M. Abot I:3]. 


“And the three of them derive from a single verse of Scripture [Is. 
51:16]: ‘Ihave placed my words in your mouth’ — this refers to the 
[study of] Torah. ‘And in the shadow of my hands I have covered you’ 
— this refers to doing deeds of loving kindness. 


“This serves to teach you that whoever keeps himself busy in studying 
Torah and in doing deeds of loving kindness merits sitting in the 
shadow of the Holy One, blessed be he.” 


[E] This is in line with that which is written: “How precious is thy 
steadfast love, O God! The children of men take refuge in the 
shadow of thy wings” (Ps. 36:7). 


